Letter to support increased EU funding and action on clean air

Dear [Name],

On behalf of the European Lung Foundation (ELF) and the European Respiratory Society (ERS), we are writing to urge your support for stronger EU action on clean air, backed by significantly increased and better targeted investment in clean air policies and measures.

Air pollution remains one of the most serious environmental threats to health in Europe. It contributes to a substantial burden of disease and is responsible for hundreds of thousands of premature, largely preventable deaths every year. Poor air quality disproportionately affects vulnerable groups, including children, older people and those living with chronic respiratory conditions.

To address this urgent public health crisis, stronger policies must be matched with clear, predictable and sustained financial commitments. Increased investment in clean air action, supported by transparent budget tracking and robust accountability mechanisms, is essential to reduce exposure and deliver measurable improvements in health outcomes. Without sufficient long-term funding, progress will remain too slow, and avoidable harm will continue.

Investing in clean air is an investment in public health, economic resilience, and social well-being. Reducing air pollution prevents premature deaths and lowers the burden of chronic respiratory diseases such as asthma and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). It also improves quality of life, reduces healthcare costs, and decreases absenteeism from work and school. Over time, the benefits of action far outweigh the costs.

Strong EU leadership is essential to accelerate progress and ensure that clean air policies translate into real and lasting improvements in people’s health. We therefore call on you to support increased funding and stronger financial frameworks for clean air action across EU programmes.

Your leadership on this issue is important to protecting public health and preventing further avoidable deaths.

Thank you for your attention to this urgent matter. We would welcome the opportunity to discuss this further.

Yours sincerely,
