Date: 
Subject: Action for clean air – Support the AAQD
Dear [Title/Name],
On behalf of the European Lung Foundation (ELF) and the European Respiratory Society (ERS), we urge you to support the effective and timely implementation of the revised Ambient Air Quality Directive (AAQD) and to champion ambitious measures that reduce air pollution and bring air quality levels closer to those recommended by the World Health Organization (WHO).
Air pollution remains a serious threat to health across Europe, disproportionately affecting children, older people, people living with chronic diseases and other vulnerable groups. The revised Directive provides an important opportunity to protect public health, prevent premature deaths and reduce the burden of respiratory diseases such as asthma and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD).
For people living with respiratory conditions, air pollution can have a direct and significant impact on their daily lives. On days when pollution levels are high, some patients may feel forced to limit outdoor activities or even isolate themselves to protect their health. Cleaner air would help people breathe more easily, participate more fully in their communities and enjoy a better quality of life.
Traffic is also an important source of air pollution, particularly in towns and cities. Measures that reduce emissions from road transport, alongside wider actions to reduce air pollution, can e make a meaningful contribution to improving the air people breathe every day.
The health and economic costs of air pollution are substantial, including healthcare costs, premature deaths, lost working days and reduced productivity. Investing in cleaner air can deliver significant benefits for both public health and society as a whole. Effective implementation of the AAQD is an important step towards achieving these benefits.
We therefore ask you to use your leadership and influence to:
· Support the full and timely implementation of the revised AAQD.
· Advocate for ambitious measures to reduce air pollution and protect public health.
· Support effective action to reduce pollution from traffic and other major sources.
· Ensure that improving air quality remains a priority in local and regional decision-making.
Your leadership on clean air can make a real difference to the health and quality of life of people in your community.
We appreciate your attention to this urgent matter and would welcome the opportunity to discuss how we can work together to support cleaner air and healthier communities.
Yours sincerely,
[Name]
[Organisation]
